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advent of the Arabs ; and by those manifestations of
pomp which accompanied the arrival of the Csesars
and their governors in the provinces; and their
haughtiness towards the people whose murmurs they
ignored. And lastly, compare the rigour of the Arab
generals in upholding law, removing oppression and
protecting the conquered people from the violence of
the victorious soldiery, with all sorts of tyranny and
extortion inflicted on them recklessly by the Emperor,
his governors and officers. This contrast between
justice and injustice, between moderation and excess,
between temperance and rapacity, between toleration
and bigotry, was one of the principal factors which
paved the way for Arab victory, helped them to win
the friendship and support of the conquered nations ;
and inspired those nations with a sort of satisfaction
for their fate under the new masters, and alleviated
the effect of this change of sovereignty. The arrival
of the Arabs was not accompanied with those fears
and misgivings which are usually inspired by the arrival
of a hostile invader.
This judicious policy enacted by the early Muslims
was neither general nor long lasting. But in an age
of decay and evolution, it was apt to take advantage
of those seeds of despair and indignation which ani-
mated oppressed societies. Its manifestations, however
partially applied, gained for the Arabs forces of sym-
pathy and support not to be assured by great armies ;
and paved for them ways for understanding which
could not be smoothed by tyranny. We have many
examples of this in the first era of conquest. Tolera-
tion was the systematic policy of the Caliphate. A
Christian or a Jew had nearly the same rights as a
Muslim, as regards the liberty of conscience and
creed. The non-Muslim sects enjoyed mostly the
exercise of their own laws and traditions. Taxation
was enacted generally with moderation and equity.
The effect of this policy may be clearly traced in